In 2005, the Class of 1973 undertook several initiatives to enrich the quality of life and enhance the academic experience of the Cadet Corps.  We committed to fund a mural for the new Cadet Reading Room in the Academy Library in support of the Class of 1962’s broader initiative.  We have also continued to provide funding for honor programs through our Class Endowment and our Class Fund.
This past year, the Class of 1973 provided $6,000 to help defray the costs to send three cadets to the International Law Competition in San Remo, Italy.  Cadet Mary Heron finished third out of the 120 military cadets attending.  She defended the proposal within the Geneva Convention to allow strikes on legitimate military targets placed in residential areas provided steps were taken to limit damage beyond the target.  This was the highest finish of a Coast Guard Cadet in the competition since its inception four years ago.  This program and others like it provide opportunities for the Cadet Corps to advance their educational experience while also improving their chances to compete well for postgraduate scholarships such as the Rhodes, Fulbright, Truman and others.  In the coming year, we have been approached to help fund the San Remo competition again and we plan on doing so.
The class voted to provide funding for the mural depicting CGC CAMPBELL in action against U-606 in February 1943.  Our class pledge was $30,000 to fund the mural.  The Class of 1973 Endowment Committee used $7,500 from the Class Fund to provide the initial seed money.  We now have pledges totaling $17,623 (includes the $7,500), and actual funds in the Class of 1973 Mural Fund of $14,973.  
As our goal is to meet the challenge by our 35th reunion (only two years away); we need more class member to join in the mural effort.  Send your check payable to the CGA Alumni Association, 47 Mohegan Avenue, New London, CT 06320-8111.  Please note on the check “For the Class of 1973 Mural Fund”.  Contributions can also be made by allotment, and should also include this note.
As of 1 March 2006, our Class Gift Fund stands at $14,039 and our Class Endowment has a balance of $170,913.  
