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U.S. Coast Guard Birthday Commemoration

Join the Naval Order -- National Capitol Commandery

Companions and Friends

to Celebrate the Birthday of the Modern Coast Guard

which occurred on January 28, 1915

1130, Friday, January 25, 2002

at Fort Lesley J. McNair Officers’ Club

4th & P Streets, SW, Washington, DC
While the official birthday of the U.S. Coast Guard is August 4, 1790 when the Revenue Cutter Service was commissioned, the modern Coast Guard came into being on January 28, 1915 with the merger of the Revenue Cutter and the Life Saving Services.  By 1946, the Coast Guard had absorbed the Lighthouse Service, Steamboat Inspection Service and the Bureau of Navigation to complete the military, multi-mission maritime service you see today.  The history of the Coast Guard reveals a significant growth in missions and resources from its modest beginning in 1790 as a system of ten cutters primarily to enforce tariff laws, to a multi-dimensional service comprised of more than 200 cutters, 160 aircraft, and nearly 2000 small boats providing a multitude of services to the public including search & rescue, law enforcement, marine environmental protection, aids to navigation, marine safety, ice operations, national defense, and now homeland security.  To celebrate the Coast Guard’s rich maritime heritage, Commandant of the Coast Guard, Admiral James M. Loy will discuss initiatives he’s undertaken to promote Coast Guard history, and how the events of September 11th have changed the Service.

The event starts at 1130 in the Pershing Room at the Fort McNair Officers’ Club with a social hour, with lunch being served around 1230.  The meal is [insert information when known] at $xx per person, with the program following immediately thereafter.  Dress is uniform of the day or civilian informal.  Please make your reservations with Lou Orsini at 703-352-7260 (Home), 202-267-1775 (Work), or e-mail lorsini@ziplink.net not later than Monday, January 19.
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